
BOROUGH OF POOLE

COUNCIL

17 JUNE 2008

PROPOSED CHANGE TO THE LICENSING CONDITIONS FOR HACKNEY 
CARRIAGE & PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS: REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO 
HOLDER FOR PROTECTING POOLE’S ENVIRONMENT

1.   PURPOSE
 

1.1 To consider approving a change to the Licensing Conditions for 
hackney carriage and private hire drivers. 

2. DECISION REQUIRED
  
2.1 Council is requested to approve, that with effect from 1 July 2008, the 

Licensing Conditions for new hackney carriage (taxi) and private hire 
drivers be amended to make it a compulsory requirement for all new 
applicants to have passed the Driving Standards Agency (DSA) taxi 
test prior to issue of licence.

3. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

3.1 The Borough of Poole has a duty to regulate the conditions of licensed 
drivers. The Head of Transportation presented a report (appendix A) to 
the Licensing Committee Meeting held on 3 April 2008 to consider the 
Proposed Changes. The Licensing Committee unanimously 
recommended the changes to Council for approval.  

  
3.2 Poole has been at the forefront of training for the industry and had 

piloted the introduction of Btec and NVQ qualifications on a voluntary 
basis. Changing the Licensing Conditions to make the Driving 
Standards Agency (DSA) taxi test compulsory will ensure a high 
standard of driving ability, aiding safer communities, enterprise and 
economic development.

3.3 Nationally the taxi and private hire industry is the only fare-paying 
passenger trade not compelled to take a separate test of driving ability. 
Following requests from other Local Authorities, the Driving Standards 
Agency (DSA) devised a test in 1999 to meet this demand. The test is 
of an agreed national standard and is designed to provide a fair and 
consistent benchmark for prospective taxi and private hire drivers.

3.4 Currently over 100 Local Authorities across the country have made the 
DSA taxi test a compulsory requirement before licensing.   

3.5 I would recommend this Policy Change to Council for approval.

Councillor Collier
Portfolio Holder for Protecting Poole’s Environment
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